CHAPTER XI

THE HILL TRACTS  OF CHITTAGONG  (continued)
1867-68

" WHY do the Khyoung-tha wear their hair like women/"
1 asked, " in a coil at the nape of the neck ? "

I was on a visit to the new Bohmong, Momphru, who reigned
peaceably in his brother's stead at Bundrabun, and was my
most devoted friend.

" My tribe is from Arracan/' he replied.    " Long ago, before
the time of the English Sahibs, when the Moghuls ruled in
Chittagong, my ancestors lived on the Koladan river, and owed
.  allegiance to the King of Arracan.   Now, the King of Burmah
, had a quarrel with the King of Arracan, and called together
, aE the wise men to consult them how he best might subdue his
enemy.   Then one skilled in magic art rose up and said, 'I
alone will go to the King of Arracan and will subdue him, if
f; So it be ordered/   And the King of Burmah made answer,
! ' * It Is ordered/   So the wise man went alone to Arracan, and
gave out that he was a fugitive before the face of the King of
Burmah, because that cruel monarch had ordered him to turn
all the houses of Burmah into gold and he had refused to do
so.    fl could have done it easily/ he added, 'but the King
, was greedy and cruel, and I would not do it for his order/
,,When the King of Arracan heard this, he made much of the
i wise man, and assigned to him a house and slaves, and gave
| iiim an allowance for his daily subsistence and greatly favoured
'           Now the wise mail gained great influence over the King

by flattering him and promising to make him
in war, both him and also his people,

^i^r* Let us begin with the city/ said the King,   ' First malce'
'"" '            dwelling-place invulnerable/                                   i'r;;

mo$t fust/ replied the wise man; ' for how shoul|||

pr make great adventures, save

'      '                         '     ''       -

